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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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EXAMINER STATEMENT 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed 1 1/03/2009. Of the original 
claims submitted, claims 1-2, 7, 10, 11 and 16 have been amended and claims 3-6, 8-9, 
12-15 and 17-32 have been canceled by the applicant's amendment. Therefore, claims 
1-2, 7, 10, 11 and 16 are under consideration for prosecution of this application. 

Summary of this Office Action 

2. Applicants' arguments filed on 1 1 /03/2009 have been fully considered, and 
discussed in the next section below, are deemed to be persuasive. Examiner 
amendments include amendment of claims 1,7, 10 and 16. Therefore, claims 1-2, 7, 
10, 1 1 and 16 are deemed to be allowable over the prior art of record, and applicants' 
request for allowance is respectfully granted. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

4. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with attorney George B. Leavell (registration # 45,436) on December 14 and 16, 2009. 
The application has been amended as follows: 
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Claim 1. (Currently Amended): A commodity sales system comprising: 

at least one server computer, the at least one server computer including: 
a memory system; 

a commodity price specification module that includes computer programs 
stored in the memory system for receiving a purchase request of a selected 
commodity from the user computer and for specifying a commodity price of the 
selected commodity; 

a storage module that stores a component price table including both a 
maximum trade-in price and a minimum trade-in price corresponding to each 
component included in a used personal computer; 

a maximum/minimum price determination module including: 

computer programs in the memory system for receiving a trade-in 

request of a used personal computer and component information 

regarding each of components included in the used personal computer 

from the user computer; 

computer programs in the memory system for outputting a 

maximum trade-in price and a minimum trade-in price corresponding to 

each of the components based on the received component information 

from the component price table; and 

computer programs in the memory system for determining a 

maximum price of the used personal computer as a sum of the maximum 
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trade-in prices of the components and a minimum price of the used 
personal computer as a sum of the minimum trade-in prices of the 
components; 

a tentative quote setting module including computer programs in the 
memory system for setting the minimum price determined by the 
maximum/minimum price determination module to a tentative quote of the used 
personal computer; 

a deduction setting module including: 

computer programs in the memory system for requiring an assessment of 
the used personal computer when the tentative quote exceeds a first reference 
value, upon receipt of the used personal computer by the commodity sales 
system to determine a final trade-in price of the used personal computer; and 

computer programs in the memory system for setting the minimum price of 
the used personal computer to a deduction of the selected commodity, that which 
is to bo subtracted from a specified price of the commodity, 
a sub-module including: 

computer programs in the memory system for determining an assessment 
of the used personal computer is not required when the tentative quote is not 
greater than the first reference value but exceeds a second reference value 
which is smaller than the first reference value; and 

computer programs in the memory system for setting the tentative quote 
of the used computer to the deduction of the commodity; 
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a sub-module including: 

computer programs in the memory system for determining an assessment 
of the used personal computer is not required when the tentative quote is not 
greater than the second reference value; and 

computer programs in the memory system for setting a preset fixed price, 
which does not depend upon the tentative quote, to the deduction of the 
commodity; and 

an amount payable notification module including: 

computer programs in the memory system for subtracting the setting of 
the deduction from the specified price of the selected commodity to calculate a 
difference; 

computer programs in the memory system for notifying the user computer 
of the calculated difference as an amount payable; and 

computer programs in the memory system for notifying the user computer 
of the maximum price and the minimum price of the used personal computer 
when the tentative quote exceeds the first reference value, including notifying 
that, if the final trade-in price of the used personal computer determined after the 
assessment exceeds the minimum price, an amount of difference between the 
final trade-in price and the minimum price is to be refunded to the user. 

Claim 2. (Previously amended) A commodity sales system in accordance with claim 
1, wherein 
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said deduction setting module computer programs in the memory system for 
setting the deduction to be not less than a preset support price. 

Claims 3-6. (Canceled). 

Claim 7. (Currently Amended) A commodity sales system in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein 

said deduction setting module includes computer programs in the memory 
system for setting a total deduction of the selected commodity, that which is to b e 
subtracted from the specified commodity price of the selected commodity, according to 
a sum of the trade-in quotes of the multiple used articles or a sum of deductions set for 
the respective used articles. 

Claims 8-9. (Canceled). 

Claim 10. (Currently Amended) A commodity sales method that is carried out when a 
user purchases a selected commodity and trades in a used personal computer, said 
commodity sales method comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a purchase request of a selected commodity by_in a server 
computer, the purchase request being received from the user computer and the 
purchase request specifying a commodity price of the selected commodity; 
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(b) receiving a trade-in request of a used personal computer and component 
information regarding each component included in the used personal computer by. m-a 
server computer, the purchase request being received from the user computer, the 
trade-in request including: 

a reference to a component price table, the component price table 
including: 

both a maximum trade-in price and a minimum trade-in price 
corresponding to each component included in the used personal 
computer; 

(c) output a maximum trade-in price and a minimum trade-in price corresponding 
to each of the components based on the received component information from the 
component price table; 

(d) determining a maximum price of the used personal computer as a sum of the 
maximum trade-in prices of the components and a minimum price of the used personal 
computer as a sum of the minimum trade-in prices of the components; 

(e) setting the minimum price determined in said step (d) to a tentative quote of 
the used personal computer; 

(f) when the tentative quote exceeds a first reference value, requiring an 
assessment of the used personal computer is upon receipt of the used personal 
computer by the commodity sales system the assessment including: 

determining a final trade-in price of the used personal computer; and 
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setting the minimum price of the used personal computer to a deduction of 
the selected commodity, that which is to-be subtracted from a specified price of 
the commodity; 

(g) when the tentative quote is not greater than the first reference value but 
exceeds a second reference value which is smaller than the first reference value, 
determining that the assessment of the used personal computer is not required and 
setting the tentative quote of the used computer to the deduction of the commodity, and 

(h) when the tentative quote is not greater than the second reference value, 
determining that the assessment of the used personal computer is not required and 
setting a preset fixed price, which does not depend upon the tentative quote, to the 
deduction of the commodity; and 

(i) subtracting the setting of the deduction from the specified price of the selected 
commodity to calculate a difference; 

(j) notifying the user computer of the calculated difference as an amount payable 
including: 

when the tentative quote exceeds the first reference value, notifying the 
user computer of the calculated difference as an amount payable includes 
notifying the user computer of the maximum price and the minimum price of the 
used personal computer; and 

notifying the user computer that, if the final trade-in price of the used 
personal computer determined after the assessment exceeds the minimum price, 
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an amount of difference between the final trade-in price and the minimum price is 

to be refunded to the user. 
Claim 1 1. (Previously amended) A commodity sales method in accordance with claim 
10, wherein 

setting the minimum price of the used personal computer to a deduction of the 
selected commodity includes setting the deduction to be not less than a preset support 
price. 

Claims 12-15. (Canceled). 

Claim 16. (Currently Amended) A commodity sales method in accordance with claim 
10, wherein 

said setting the minimum price of the used personal computer to a deduction of 
the selected commodity, that which is to-be subtracted from a specified price of the 
commodity includes setting a total deduction of the selected commodity, that which is te 
be subtracted from the specified commodity price of the selected commodity, according 
to a sum of the trade-in quotes of the multiple used articles or a sum of deductions set 
for the respective used articles. 

Claims 17-32. (Canceled). 



Conclusion 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bijendra K. Shrestha whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1374. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM-4:30 PM (Monday- 
Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Bijendra K. Shrestha/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3691 
12/14/2009 



/Hani M. Kazimi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3691 
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